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By Steven Erlanger
New York Times

OSLO, Norway — Anders Behring Breivik, the 
32-year-old Norwegian man whom police arrested in
connection with a bomb blast in Oslo and a shooting 
near the capital that left 92 people dead, has confessed 
to the attacks, Norwegian
broadcaster NRK reported, 
citing the man’s lawyer, Geir 
Lippestad. Police charged the 
man Saturday.

As stunned Norwegians 
grappled with the deadliest attack in the country since 
World War II and a shocking case of homegrown ter-
rorism, a portrait began to emerge of the suspect, 
Breivik ,  as a gun-loving, highly religious Norwegian 
obsessed with what he saw as the threat of multicul-
turalism and Muslim immigration to the cultural and 
patriotic values of his country.

By Paul T. Rosynsky
prosynsky@bayareanewsgroup.com

From almost the day California’s Three Strikes sen-
tencing law was approved by voters in 1994, opponents 
have tried and failed to repeal 
or amend the politically popu-
lar measure.

Now, huge budget defi cits
and overcrowded prisons have
given opponents of the Three 
Strikes Law a more attractive 
argument for why it should be 
changed: California is broke and can’t afford such an 
expensive approach to criminal justice anymore.

By focusing on the costs of housing long-term pris-
oners and on the state’s need to reduce its inmate 

PRISON OVERCROWDING

Deficit breeds
opposition to
Three Strikes 
State can’t afford to house inmates
for nonviolent crimes, critics say

By Paul Rogers
progers@mercurynews.com

YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK — Ah, the sounds 
of Yosemite Valley. Birds tweeting. Waterfalls crash-
ing. Chain saws whirring?

In a move that highlights the often-confl icting mis-
sion of America’s national park system — to protect 
spectacular landscapes and to provide public recreation 
— officials at Yosemite National Park are proposing to 
cut down hundreds, perhaps thousands, of trees in Yo-
semite Valley as part of an effort to improve the views of 
the park’s famed waterfalls and soaring granite walls.

The problem, they say, is that for thousands of years, 
fires ignited by lightning or set by Indians kept a balance 
between oaks, open grassy meadows and conifer trees.

But ever since President Abraham Lincoln set aside 
Yosemite for protection in 1864, people have put out
wildfires. And without regular fire, ponderosa pines, 
incense cedars and other trees have grown unnatu-
rally thick, choking out oaks and overtaking meadows. 
Not to mention, postcard images.

Now, iconic views captured generations ago by pho-

SCENES BEFORE AND AFTEREnvironmentalists mostly support
plan, but some visitors question it

Hidden from sight: Park planners ranked 181 scenic
views in Yosemite National Park, finding views completely
blocked in 28 percent of them and partially in 54 percent.
The view of El Capitan today, right, is drastically different
from the famous scene photographed in 1868, left.
Controversial solution: The park proposes clearing
and thinning trees at 93 locations, starting in 2012.

PATRICK TEHAN/STAFF

Tourists take photos of Yosemite Falls. Iconic views captured by photographers like Ansel Adams or Carleton
Watkins and painters like Albert Bierstadt are being lost, parks officials say, and must be preserved.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE (LEFT); PATRICK TEHAN/STAFF (RIGHT)

YOSEMITE’S HIDDEN VISTAS

Officials plan to cut down hundreds, perhaps thousands, of
trees in the park to improve views of waterfalls, granite walls

IN MORNING REPORT
Bay Area Norwegians 
react to deadly 
bombing, shooting.
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A group of young people mourns outside the Oslo 
Cathedral for the victims of the shooting at a
Norwegian Labor Youth League camp. 

TRAGEDY IN EUROPE

Norway
charges
terror
suspect
Report: Man admits to bombing, 
massacre that left at least 92 dead
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