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Kirtland Cobb was facing a possible jail
sentence of 15 years.

He'd been arrested on a third drug-related
offense, but he was finally ready to change
his life.

The Lafayette Parish Sheriff's Office gave
him that chance through a special diversion
program aimed at keeping people out of
prison.

Cobb was admitted into a day reporting
program, and he took classes, attended
meetings, quit using drugs and went to work.
He ended up serving only two years in the
reporting program instead of 15 years
behind bars, and now, 4 1/2 years later, he
works at a local furniture store, takes night

welding classes at the community college and sponsors other men
struggling with substance abuse.

His message to them is that change is good and if he can do it,
anybody can.

"I don't tell them so much as show them," said Cobb, 34, of Scott. "I
don't live the way I used to live. If I can change and be this
productive member of society, y'all can, too. You just have to have
the desire to change."

Cobb credits the LPSO diversion program with providing him the
means and support he needed to change his life.

Despite rough patches, like fighting for

Recommend You recommend this.Sign Up to see what your friends

Recommend
0

 Tweet 0 0

Kirtland Cobb works in his welding class Monday night
at at SLCC's Lafayette campus. / Leslie Westbrook,
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custody of his children, the day reporting
center staff was there for him, Cobb said.

"They would comfort me and work with me. I
guess I never felt that compassion and love
before," he said. "I don't see the change
happening without that program."

Savings lives, costs
Every offender booked into the Lafayette
Parish Correctional Center is screened by
the Sheriff's Tracking Offender Program
(STOP) to determine whether they are
eligible for a diversion program like the day

reporting program, Sgt. Alicia Barbier, court liaison and STOP
supervisor, said.

In 2012, 4,750 people have been screened but only 566 — 12
percent — were found eligible, she said.

Those who haven't been to trial or sentenced are screened for
criminal history and whether the current crime they're accused of is
violent. STOP uses a Community Release Assessment Instrument,
a scoring system to determine risk factor, Barbier said.
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