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HOPE LIVES FOR LIFERS PROJECT

The Hope Lives for Lifers Project is a collaborative partnership between
faith communities and criminal justice practitioness to improve criminal
justice outcomes by integrating the concepts of Faith, Hope, and
Enduring Beliefs with evidence-based practices.

MISSION STATEMENT

The Project is committed to helping those incarcerated in prison with
life, long-term or life-without-parole sentences establish lives based on
Faith, Hope, and Enduring Beliefs. By Faith we mean the ability to
trust sufficiently to be able to commit to what we love. Hope is the
vision a person has for him or herself of a better set of circumstances,
and Enduring Beliefs are the framework of values on which a person
depends to help them interpret and act on the world in a meaningful
way. These may include specific religious beliefs, a personal philosophy
or confidence in a transforming power.

We believe that these ends may be accomplished through experiences

that allow people to reclaim their dignity and power, increase their sense
of self-efficacy, and through positive programs that connect incarcerated .
people to the world beyond the walls.

PROGRAM OUTLINE
From our communications with lifers, long-termers and those serving
life without parole, we have learned that long-term confinement presents
special stresses and amplifies the deprivations of imprisonment into
major problems. Hope Lives for Lifers proposes an adjustment strategy
that addresses the special stresses of long-term confinement as

described in several general categories:-

External relationships. Maintaining external relationships is vital to
coping with long-term imprisonment. Loss of contact with family and
friends outside the prison is a source of stress for all those incarcerated,
but for the long-termer the fear that these relationships will be
irrevocably lost creates unique concerns.
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